NOBLE ESSENCES
long and detailed oration: during which Gosse ceased to glare,
and, instead, fidgeted, smiled and waved his hand lightly at
various members of the audience with whom he was acquainted.
When, in his turn, called on next to speak, he rose at his most
sprightly, and said,
" Ladies and Gentlemen, I came here with a few platitudes
prepared for your edification, for I had not been aware that
Sir Sidney was to speak to you this afternoon. But, sure
enough, he has delivered them all, so I shall say nothing."
He then sat down.
I was privileged to witness, and be a part-victim of, his
special technique at the Marlborough Club one summer day.
I entered, and saw Gosse sitting alone, in a corner, brightly
lit from a skylight, near the empty fireplace. He had placed
himself with his back to the wall, and was wearing over one
eye the green shade to which I have alluded, and which, some-
how, it was impossible not to associate with coming trouble *
as though it were a sign of battle, comparable to a pirate
brazenly running up the Jolly Roger before opening fire. He
looked intently at me, with a rather gloomy expression, but
seemed not to identify me in any way, so I passed on and took
a table further down the room. I noticed, just beyond, E. F.
Benson, who was not a member of this club but was being
entertained to luncheon by a friend. Later, I was in the
morning-room opposite, having coffee, when Benson and his
host came to sit very near me, and we exchanged greetings.
Gosse now came in, and at once approached me, as though he
could see only myself in the whole room, though previously
he had not known who I was. That, and something delicate
in his tread, in the actual manner in which he placed his feet
down on the carpet, warned me that he was at his games. Still
he kept his gaze fixed on me, seeing no-one else, and then he
spoke.
"Was that Fred Benson I saw in the dining-room? " he
enquired in his stage-elephant whisper;  " was it really?
If so, he looks much older, oh, so much older, than when I saw
him hst-------But then, I recollect, his father died at the same
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